A comparison of Verotoxin B-subunit (Stx1B) and CD77 antibody to define germinal centre populations.
We have directly compared the use of a CD77 antibody with the binding subunit of Shiga-like toxin 1, Verotoxin 1, and (Stx1B) for delineation on human tonsil cells. We determined that the Stx1B produced a greater intensity of staining than the CD77 antibody, allowing three sub-populations of germinal centre cells to be seen. The populations express high, medium, and low levels of globotriaosylceramide as determined by the binding of the Stx1B reagent. The strong staining patterns of Stx1B suggest that it may be useful in defining germinal center B cell populations.